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Hi, I’m Ron Bell, Chief Building Services Official. One of our divisions in Building 
Services is our Housing Inspection Program.  

Our Housing Inspectors have a National Model Code adopted, which is called the 
International Property Maintenance Code. For lack of a better term, the International 
Property Maintenance Code deals with minimum life-safety standards in existing 
structures. The other codes that we have adopted are new construction, but this is the 
only code that really deals with existing properties.  

The purpose of the Property Maintenance Code is exactly that, property maintenance. It 
defines minimum life-safety standards that are applicable in an existing building and that 
deals with everything from the exterior of the structure whether it’s broken windows, 
screens, interior of the structure for handrails, guardrails, smoke detectors, and so forth. 
It further goes on to include light ventilation requirements assuring that we have 
furnaces, mechanical systems that are in operating order. That the plumbing systems 
and electrical systems are in all working order. What we would request is that anybody 
that has an issue on existing property to contact our Housing Inspectors. Those 
inspectors will, upon request, go out do an inspection; they will verify whether there’s 
compliance or noncompliance with the code. If we do have noncompliance with the 
property maintenance code, we’ll contact the responsible party to make them aware of 
the issue and require that it be brought up to the very minimum of life-safety standards. 

If you have any issues with existing buildings whether it is a furnace that goes out in the 
wintertime or plumbing that doesn’t work properly, electrical systems that you may feel 
is a hazard, to contact our Housing Inspectors. We’ll come out and we’ll verify the 
compliance and make the building be brought up to at least the minimum of the 
standards that are adopted by City ordinance. 

For more information, contact the City’s website or call our Housing Inspectors at  
367-8685 or 367-8289. 


